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Feminine Sensibility in the works of Namita Gokhale

Dr. Pallavi S. Ambhore ;

Associate Professor Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Amravati.
Abstract:

In Indian English literature, the first thing that strikes us is the broademt‘lg of the thf.:mattcc:) rg;gi;:;
Indian English novels. In post modernism writers have moved from the village centrism to Indian
centrism. Love, sex, and marriage and the failure of marriages are some (?f the leading t}}eme;;ln thio
English novels. Description of love, sex is very bold and unconventional in post modernism. The Ty

of feminism is mostly depicted in such novels. :
Key words: Feminism, modern world, protagonist, Namita Gokhale

Introduction: . al il
Indian writing feminism has been used as a modest attempt for evaluating the real social scen

as far as women are concerned. We can also witness the glimpse of feminism in the works of Namita
Gokhale who is an Indian writer, editor, festival director and publisher. She is thﬁ: author of twenty one
books including eleven work of fiction and editor of numerous anthologies. She is popular botb for her
writing and her commitment to multilingual Indian Literature. Most of his works address the issues of
feminism and the reactions of casteism in her novels.

Presentation of feminism in the novels of Namita Gokhale:

1. Paro- Dream of Passion ) o
Namita Gokhale got fame with the release of her debut novel Paro- Dream of Passion. She frankly

pbresented human desires and needs in an unexpected manner in this novel. She pioneered a sexually
frank genre of writing. Her novels focus on obsession with love, lust and death also on personal s_truggle
and problems of women, their rightful place for themselves in the society. Her fiction constitutes a
major segment of contemporary writing in English which captures the complex subtleties of human
relationships. The work of Namita Gokhale is a reflection of the souls anguished by the rootlessness and
meaninglessness of life. She focuses the central preoccupations of the present era in her individual style

and communicates her unique vision of reality.
Paro is a bold woman who celebrates her sexuality and uses it to disseminate the world of

men. Paro is an ambitious woman who does not believe in adjustment and blames others for
shattering her dreams. There is another character, named Priya, who is also the narrator of the story.
The plot moves around the upper middle class society of Bombay and Delhi with physicallya
number of incidents which show complexities of relationships among characters. In this novel life is
presented as a journey larger than death.

Gokhale’s fiction constitutes a major segment of contemporary writing in English and captures the
complex subtleties of human relationships in texture of her simple idiom.

2. ‘Gods, Graves and Grandmother’

The novel ‘Gods, Graves and Grandmother’ is a story of a girl who caught in the web of
suffering, frustration and boredom which are characteristic of an Indian house wife. Protagonist of
the novel is Gudiya whose life has become nothing but a tale of anguish and despair surrounded by
people who do not honor her inner feelings. In the novel Gudiya is deserted by her parents because
her widowed mother elopes with a man of her choice. As time passes, grandmother started
neglecting her feelings. However, she resolves to lift herself from the impoverished situation and
endeavor towards happiness with determination and courage. Phoolwali is another important female
character in the novel who inspires Gudiya to lead her life independent. In this novel author
portrayed the different dimensions of relationships, suppression and victimization.

3. A Himalayan Love Story

A Himalayan love story is Gokhale’s third novel in which she depicted the course of survival
of ordinary people who refuse to be repressed by their suffocating surrounding. The protagonist of
the novel is Parvati who is neglected daughter of a poor widow. Parvati ought to marry with Lalit.
To parvati’s utmost utter misfortune, Lalit turned out to be homosexual who was unfriendly toward
her. Parvati challenges the established rules of right and wrong behavior. In this way complexities of
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human relationships and changes going on in the society are presented very skillfully by the author

in this novel, .
Gokhale’s fourth novel, “The Book of Shadow’ picturises the Kumaon climate and its beauty.
ory, partly a romance, partly erotic and partly a story of woman’s

The novel js partly a ghost st
Struggle for self- definition. Ruchita Tiwari is the protagonist of the novel. In the novel she falls in
love with a insecure man, Anand. Anand’s sister took revenge by throwing acid on Ruchita’s face.

author deals with the problems of inharmonious man-woman relationship and the

In this novel, the
dreadfu] Psychic longings of disturbed women.
It is a resurrection of a female who wants to take a free flight away from her caged existence.

Author presented the everlasting struggle of a woman since childhood through the character of
g between two states of mind, she begins

Shakuntala. The novel shows her daring nature. Fluctuatin
her spiritual Jjoumney to find herself. boldly, she breaks free from all the unwanted clutches and
undertake a Jjourney to assert her own identity.
4. The Blind Matriarch

The Blind Matriarch is Namita’s twentieth novel. It is a story of love and loss, triumph of
human spirit. This book is a real- time narratives of India’s encounter with the Coronavirus. In this
atangi-Ma holds together her joint family. Author documents the enormous

book, protagonist M.
complexities of human relationships in the middle class India with elegance and humor. She took
presented Matangi Ma’s joint family that is being

every emotion that has immersed. Author has
crushed by the uncertainties of the pandemic.
Conclusion:

Apart from Indianness in the works of Namita Gokhale, we also find historical aspects. The
names of the protagonists, like Paro and Parvati are historical names. She also represents a
women’s quest foe liberation which not something new or unique to India. She has courage to
€xpress women’s feminine sensibility honestly and sincerely. Namita’s real concern is conflict in
relationship in the modern world and exploration of human psyche and how male and female
psyche works. She explores the clash between traditional codes and modern aspirations. Through
her novels she has given voice to the sufferings of women. In this way Namita Gokhale has
presented scores of aspects of complexities of human relationships through her novels.
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